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NOTES AND NEWS. 

The Trustees of the Boston Public Library have published a 
Selected Bibliography of the Anthropology and Ethnology of Eu- 
rope, containing nearly two thousand titles. 

The author, Mr. William Z. Ripley, says in his preface : 

This bibliography is the outgrowth of lectures delivered since 1893 at Columbia 
University, New York, and before the Lowell Institute in Boston. The preparation 
of them for final publication as " The Races of Europe" [3822.250] rendered neces- 
sary an exhaustive examination of the original sources of information 

Almost all of the titles have been taken from the original sources. The proof has 
been submitted to nearly a hundred of the leading authorities in Europe. 

It is a worthy local pride, which calls attention to the resources 
offered for the study of this branch of science by the Boston Pub- 
lic Library, and made accessible through a catalogue so admirably 
arranged and so beautifully printed. 

In comparing the longitude of points in the island of Luzon ref- 
erence was made recently to various authorities for the position of 
the observatory of San Fernando (Cadiz). Among the works con- 
sulted was Longmans' Gazetteer of the World, 1895, in which (art. 
Cadiz, bay.) the San Fernando observatory is placed in 36° 27' 45' 
lat., 25° 9' W. long. The true longitude is 6° 12' 24" West of Green- 
wich, and the error calls for correction in the next edition of the 
Gazetteer. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences of Turin will, under the will 
of the late Signer Vallauri, award a prize to the author of any nation, 
who, between the ist of January, 1899, and the 31st of December, 
1902, shall have published the most important and the most cele- 
brated work in the domain of physical sciences, taking this term in 
its widest acceptation. 

The Academy will also award a prize to the scholar of any nation, 
who, between the ist of January, 1903, and the 31st of December, 
1906, shall have published the best critical work upon Latin litera- 
ture. 

In each case the works must be printed before they are sub- 
mitted to the Academy. Each prize will consist of 30,000 lire, 
minus the tax on Italian rente. 

The Vienna Geographical Society begins, with the month of 
May this year, the publication of its Abhandlungen in large octavo 
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form. This first number of the first volume contains four papers: 
New Results and Problems of Glacier Study, by E. Richter; Studies 
of Ice-Caves and Wind-Passages (with 5 plates), by H. Crammer; 
Lake Studies (with 3 plates), by I. Damian ; and a Memorial of the 
honorary President of the Society, the distinguished geologist 
Franz Ritter von Hauer, who died on the 20th of March at the age 
of 77 years, after a long and painful illness. 

Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, Professor of American Archeology and 
Linguistics at the University of Pennsylvania, has presented to the 
University his books and manuscripts relating to the aboriginal 
languages of North and South America. 

The collection represents the accumulation of twenty-five years, 
and embraces about 2,000 volumes, in addition to nearly 200 vol- 
umes of bound and indexed pamphlets on the ethnology of the 
American Indians. Many of the volumes are rare or unique, and 
of bibliographical importance. 

The works on the hieroglyphic writings of the natives of this 
country embrace nearly every publication on the subject. The 
special feature of the library is that it covers the whole American 
field, and was formed for the purpose of comparative study. 

The Office of Naval Intelligence at Washington prints in Part I: 
General Information Series, No. XVIII, the translation of a paper 
on the Principal Navies of the World in 1898 by Naval Constructor 
Siissenguth, of the Imperial German Navy. 

It is to be supposed that the translation does justice to the 
author; but it is not easy to believe that he wrote the name Guiseppe 
Garibaldi, which appears three times on page 27. 

The programme of the Scientific Excursions arranged by th e 
management of the Seventh International Geographical Congress 
comes to hand at a late moment. It gives in detail the following 
plans: 

September 19. From Bonn to the Siebengebirge. (6 marks.) 
" 20. From Bonn to Linz and Rolandseck. (6 marks.) 

" 21-25. Five days in the Eifel-Moselle country, starting from 

Bonn and ending with Coblentz. (70 marks.) 
" 21-26, The Taunus-Rhine-Nahe-Lahn excursion, beginning 
at Homburg and closing at Giessen. (75 marks.) 
" 21-25. The Vosges Mountains. Departure from and return 

to Strassburg. (70 marks.) 
" 23-27. Thuringen : To start from Eisenach and end at Jena. 
(70 marks.) 
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September 22-27. Riigen. The excursion to begin at Greifswald 
and end at Stralsund. (55 marks.) 
" 22-27. East and West Prussia: From Konigsberg to 

Danzig. (100 marks.) 
October i. Glacial Excursion to Riidersdorf, near Berlin. 

" 7-n. Glacial Excursion to the North-German Plain. 

This will start from Hamburg and end at 
Stargard in Pomerania. (74 marks.) 
Applications must be sent in by the isth of July, enclosing the 
sum of ten marks (not required for the Riidersdorf excursion). This 
payment is not to be returned, even if the application is withdrawn. 
In some instances there will be additional charges for hotel accom- 
modation and meals. 

The Bulletin of the Geological Society of America (Vol. lo. Pp. 
285-348, Pis. 30-32) is a paper on the Physiography and Geology 
of (the) Region Adjacent to the Nicaragua Canal Route, by Mr. C. 
Willard Hayes. The author's conclusion, somewhat condensed, is 
as follows : 

The rainfall on the Caribbean side is abundant and distributed 
uniformly throughout the year. On the Pacific side it is less 
abundant and is confined to half the year. This climatic differ- 
ence produces striking differences in vegetation, rock decay, rate 
of erosion and topographic forms ; 

The rocks are largely volcanic, with two sedimentary formations 
of Tertiary age, and no rock occurs certainly older than the Ter- 
tiary ; 

On the east side the rock decay has extended to great depths, 
with red clay as the product. On the west side the final product is 
blue clay; 

In early Tertiary (Oligocene) time there was probably free com- 
munication between the two oceans; 

In middle Tertiary the region was elevated, and there is no evi- 
dence of open communication across this portion of the isthmus 
since the uplift; 

In post-Tertiary time the region was again elevated ; 

A recent subsidence has drowned the lower courses of the river 
valleys and the estuaries have been filled with alluvial deposits; 

Lakes Managua and Nicaragua occupy the bed of a bay which 
formerly indented the Pacific coast, and the basins of rivers which 
were tributary to it. This theory is supported by the fact that 
certain marine forms are found in Lake Nicaragua — a species of 
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Megalops, a shark and a sawfish — and Mr. Hayes states, on the 
authority of Dr. Gill, that the sharks of Lake Nicaragua are specif- 
ically identical with those of the adjacent Pacific, but distinct from 
those found in the Caribbean Sea. 

Prince Albert of Monaco sends a report of his Oceanographic 
Expedition to the Polar Regions, in 1898 (Bulletin du Museum 
d' Histoire Naturelle), together with a summary of the results, from 
the Comptes Rendus of the Academy of Sciences. 

The explorations were on the coasts of Spitzbergen and Norway 
and in the Greenland Sea. 

Twenty-eight soundings were taken, to the depth of 3,310 metres 
(10,860 feet), mostly above the Arctic Circle, and as far as 80° 34' 
lat. 

Drift-wood and birch-bark, found on the eastern coasts of Bear 
Island and Hope Island, seem to show that the currents set steadily 
from the east against these islands. 

The geological specimens brought from Hope Island were sub- 
mitted to Dr. Nathorst, and a study of them confirmed his theory 
of its Jurassic formation. 

In zoology, the new species were not numerous, but some light 
was thrown on the geographical and bathymetric distribution of 
certain forms. The fauna of the Arctic is very different from that 
of the Azores; but some of the marine animals obtained in the 
Atlantic at a great depth were found in the north much nearer the 
surface and ver)' much more vigorous. 

In a day spent on Bear Island, Prince Albert was struck by the 
fearlessness of the birds and their indifference to the presence of 
man. Throughout the region of Spitzbergen there was the same 
condition, and everywhere the number of the birds was beyond cal- 
culation; and, on one occasion in Temple Bay, at a point where a 
torrent discharged, the birds covered the water for about the space 
of an acre, while the air for sixty feet above them swarmed with 
others coming to the feast. 

The reindeer were almost tame, or, as Sir Martin Conway calls 
them, careless and stupid beasts. 

Spelling reform has invaded even the Arctic. In the Bulletin du 
Muse'um the Prince writes Spitsberg, while in the Comptes Rendus he 
uses the accepted French form Spitzberg, out of deference, perhaps, 
to the Academy. On the other hand, the printer must be held 
responsible for the date in Roman numerals: MDCCCXCXIX. 
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Dr. H. Fritsche, Director Emeritus of the Imperial Russian 
Observatory at Peking, sends a pamphlet of 112 pages, lithographed 
at St. Petersburg, apparently from his own manuscript, on the 
Elements of Terrestrial Magnetism for the Epochs 1600, 1650, 
1700, 1780, 1842 and 1885, and their Secular Variations, calculated 
with the help of the Coefficients of Gauss's "General Theory of 
Terrestrial Magnetism," deduced from all available observations. 

The Introduction, which fills four closely-written pages, has 
some critical remarks on papers by Dr. Louis A. Bauer- and V. 
Carlheim-Gyllenskold and on Dr. A. Schmidt's unfinished work on 
Erdmagnetismus, and his article in the Annalen der Hydrographie 
und Maritimen Meteorologie, for January, 1898. 



